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Yo! Yothu nunhi nayi li
dhawal-guyapirrnydja
dhunupan yan gunhi nayi
bundurrmirrnydja yothuny.

Yes! Child when it is
ever born, straight away

then he has bundurr’
that child.

Okay. When a child is born
she/he already got his/her
sacred names for its bones.

Yo! Yothu nunhi nayi li
dhawal-guyapirrnydja nunhi
payi bundurrmirrnydja
Yothuny.

Yes! Child when it is
born, that he has
bundurr that child.

Yes, when the child is born
it already has bundurr.

Bundurrmirryirra nayi 1,
likanmirriyirra®, nayi
dhuwal paraka nayi, mulkurr
payi, diltji nayi, mel nayi,
marwat nayi, yunhi nayi
bundurrmirra warrpam’nha.

S/he becomes endowed
with bundurr, and
elbow?, her bone, her
head, her back, her eyes,
her hair, they all have
bundurr.

She/he has been given a
sacred bundurr name
relating to all the parts of
the body - elbow, bones,
head, back, eyes, hair, each
are part of that bundurr.

Dunhi nalapal nhawi
maln’thuna nayi gunhi li
yutjuwalany nunhi dhawal-

When she appears an
adult, who was small
when she was born, and

That adult we find, when he
was small and newborn,
crawling around, (still had

guyanirrnydja crawled around and that bundurr), and now she
gal’kalmirriyirr ga became old. is old.

palapalyirr

Ga yalala nayi dhu And later he will And then when he dies, he

baynuthirr nunhi nayi still
gonmirr” yin pe!

become nothing but he
still has hands yet, yes.

still has all those
connections.

Gonmirr yin nayi nunhiyiny
punhi dhu dhingamany
guruniyi nayi gonmirrnydja
bundurryun, bundurryun
likannha nayi.

With hands still he
there, when he will die
by them he has hands,
by the bundurr, by
bundurr he has elbows

When he dies, he will be all
connected, it is the bundurr
which makes those
relationships (gon®) through
the bundurr he has
connections (likan®.

Yol nayi dhiyal gan nhinan,
wanhanur nayi, wanha

Who he here was
sitting, from where he,

Who he was living here,
where he was from, where

' Bundurr is a name that connects a person’s body (before and after death) with its ancestral

environment.

? Likan literally means elbow, but denotes a range of named connections or articulations. People’s
likan names connect them to their father’s people.
? Gonmirr (- hand, -mirr, having) literally ‘with hands’, means having relations around who will give

support.
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nhannu wipa, yol nhangu
yapa®, yol nhannu miri ga
yol nhagu nandi’mirrinu

where is his land, who
1s his sister, who is his
mother’s mother, and
who his mother.

his home was, who his great
great grandmother’s people
were, his grandmothers’, his
mothers’

Duruniyiny nayi nuli
gonmirrnydja, benur nayi
yutjuwala gogmirr
bundurrmirra nayi already,
punhi nayi li maly’thuna
punhi nayi goymirra
bundurrmirra nayi ga
baynuthirr nayi dhu,
rakunydhirr gayi dhu nunhi
nalapal yurr rakunydhirra.

By that thing he has
hands, from he small
with hand, with
bundurr, he already
when he would appear
that he with hands with
bundurr he will become
nothing, become dead,
he will, that old person,
die.

That is how he is
connected, since he was a
small baby already with
bundurr, as soon as he was
born, he already had
connections and bundurr,
and still will have, when he
dies, when he gets old and
dies.

Dayi dhu yothu ga gogmirr
yan nayi even nayi yothu
baynuthirr wanhal payi dhu
agenur baynuthirr napunga
aw wulmandhirra nayi dhu
still payi gogmirr yan bili
punhi born gonmirr ga
baynuthirr nayi still gonmirr
yan.

He will child be with
hands still even if that
child become nothing
where he will at age
become nothing, the
middle (age) or old man
he will still be with
hands only because he
born with hands and

becomes nothing he still
has hands.

Ever since a baby, he has
connections, it doesn’t
matter how old he is when
he dies, middle aged or old,
he is still connected, born
connected, dies connected.
(It’s the body which makes
those connections. That’s
why the body is important)

That’s why gunhi li
bungulnydja namanamayun,
munathany, warraw’ny’tja
dhika nhd marrtji
nhirrpa’nhirrpan bili gunhi

That’s why when
always ceremony make,
the earth, the shade,
here what gets put into
because that he Yolgu

That’s why when funerals
are made, the earth, the
shade whatever is put in
place is done because every
person’s body has got

nayi yolgu gunhi gogmirr has hands, that person connections whether it’s a
nayi yolypu bukmak Dhuwa | Dhuwa or Yirritja Dhuwa or a Yirritja person
Yirritja baynu. nothing. who dies.

Bukmak warrpam nunhi nali | All every that we will So everything, when we
dhu baynuthirr manikayyu become nothing by die, will be buried by song,

nalitjalany dhu dholkumany
ga balanya.

songs we will be buried
that’s it.

you see.

Rumbalnydja napurr dhuwal
mirithirr dhuyu ga yaka nhe
dhu warku’yundja napurrun
bundurrnydja bili gayi ga
rom wana bukmak naraka
dhuwal dhuyu.

Our body is very sacred,
and you will not
tease/disrespect our
sacred bundurr, because
it, the law says that all
bones are sacred.

Our bodies are very sacred,
so you must not disrespect
our sacred bone-names
because the law says that all
bones are sacred.

Ga nunhi napurr nuli
burr’yun gamununguny aw
miny’tjiny rulawangdhun

And when we always
dance with ochre or
sacred paintings, it is

So when we dance painted
up with ochre or ancestral
designs, it is only those

* Yapa means both sister and mother’ mother’s mother’s mother. (See the diagram on Garpgulkpuy’s
paper Yolguw Yolthu Marpgithinyaraw)
> Warraw’ shade, sometimes used to denote a designated space where secret/sacred business is done.
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punhiyiny gon-watanuw ga
djungayaw yan djdma,

the ‘hand owners’ and
the managers who do
the painting.

people responsible for
performing and managing
the funeral who allowed to
do the painting.

Ga yuwalktja bukmak dhu
lup’thundja mala
manapanmirrnydja
purikiyiny bundurrwu
dhawar’maranharaw.

And truly everyone will
gather together for that
sacred name to finish it

up.

And truly, everyone will
gather and join together to
do the right thing for
finishing that sacred bone
connection properly.
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